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Schedule

Mon. Jan 26 6:30 PM Zoom and Live CH5 Critique #1, (Non-scored) “Pets”

Mon. Mar 23 6:30 PM Zoom Critique #2, “Environmental Portraits”

Mon. May 25 6:30 PM Zoom Critique #3, “Blue”

Mon. Jul 27 6:30 PM Zoom Critique #4, “Architecture”

Sat. Aug 15 11:00 AM CH 4 Print Critique

Mon. Sep 28 6:30 PM Zoom Critique #5, “Night Photography”

Tue. Nov 10 5:00 PM End-of-Year Digital and Print Competition Submission
Cutoff

Mon. Dec 14 5:00 PM CH 7 End-of-Year Competition Awards Dinner

* Note: Critique #1 will be non-scored for all categories

Rules and Guidelines

Submission:

1. Only Camera Club members in good standing may submit images to
Critiques or Competitions.

Each photographer may submit up to five (5) images in a single Critique.
Each photographer may submit only one (1) image per category.

No image may be submitted to more than one (1) category.

Preferred color space (color profile) is sSRGB.

Image files must be in JPEG format (file extension .jpg or .JPG).

Image files should not exceed 2MB.

Image files must follow these naming conventions:

© N oA WD

<Letter for Category><Space><(Photographers Name)><Space><Title of the Image>

For Example:
Altered Reality A (John Doe) Heaven
Monochrome M (Jane Maker) Taj Mahal



Open Color O (Alan Macallan) Perfect Form
Smart Phone P (Robyn Red) Roadside Rescue
Special Subject S (Sam Smith) Blue

Please note that our automated processes use the spaces and parentheses in
the file name as delimiters, they are important.

9. Submit images as email attachments.

10. Ensure that image attachments are at “Actual Size”(some email systems will
reduce the size unless otherwise directed).

11. Please submit all images with one (1) email whenever possible.

12. Submissions are due Tuesday 5 PM the week prior to the Critique.

13. Send submissions to this email: critique-entries @cameraclublwv.org

**Please note that you should receive an acknowledgement of your submission
from a member of the critique team within 24 hours. If you do not receive an
acknowledgement, please contact us at the above address and CC to
critiques@cameraclublwv.org

General Rules for Image Content:

1. Images must be the product of a photographic process produced by the entrant.

2. For images produced using multiple components, each component must be the
product of a photographic process produced by the entrant (this is applicable in
cases of sky or background replacement).

3. Images may include other works of art (drawings, paintings, sculptures, etc.) only
if they are not the main focus of the image, or are part of the larger composition.

4. Nothing identifying the entrant should appear in or on the image.

5. Borders/frames are discouraged, the exception being the use of keylines/strokes

when there is a black or very dark background to delineate the edge of the image
from the black display background.

6. Artificial Intelligence (Al) is becoming increasingly integrated into the tools used
for post-processing and editing images. Below are the guidelines on the use of
these tools and capabilities:



a. Always bear in mind the rules above pertaining to allowable content.

b. Do not use generative fill with the text prompts, in general, this will limit
the Al to making decisions based on the pixels from within the image
akin to “content aware fill”.

c. In other words, Al should not be used to introduce new elements to the
image. It should only be used to enhance or simplify conventional
editing processes.

Critique Scoring and Resubmission:

1.

Images will be awarded points by the judge on a scale of 6 to 9 in half point
increments 6, 6.5, 7, 7.5, 8, 8.5, 9).

Images that receive a score of less than eight (8) in a scored critique may be
resubmitted at any time in subsequent periodic critiques. These images may be
corrected or altered prior to submission.

Images that received a score of eight (8) or more in a critique may never be
submitted to any future critique. This restriction does not apply to eligibility for
Year-End Competition

Images that have been previously submitted in a Year-End Digital or Print
Competition may not be resubmitted in any subsequent critique or competition.
Images in a non-scored critique may be entered in a future scored critique and/or
the Year-End Competition.

End-of-year recognition will be given to the submitters amassing the Highest total
points in each Category.

Categories

Unless otherwise noted, all categories are limited by the Rules enumerated above:

Altered Reality:

An Altered Reality image is an image that has been constructed in such a way that the
image no longer resembles what our eyes and brain are used to seeing. The



Photographic Society of America (PSA) definition of “Altered Reality” is: The image must
obviously display a change in natural color, form, shape, or any combination of these
three. In other words, an altered reality is no longer a true and realistic representation
of reality. Such Altered Reality must be readily apparent to the viewer.

Note: All of the General Rules for Image Content still apply.

An expository list of the type of things that would be considered Altered Reality can be
found at the end of this document.

Monochrome:

The image must be black and white or toned so long as a single tone exists throughout
the entire photo. There are no limitations on subject matter or techniques used for
image capture or post-processing if the result is an image that could have existed
realistically.

Open Color:

Images must be color photographs. There are no other limitations on the subject matter
or techniques used for image capture or post-processing if the result is an image that
could have existed realistically.

Smart Phone:

All elements of the image must have been captured by using a camera application on a
smartphone or tablet. There is no limitation on subject matter, techniques used for
image capture, or post-processing software or platform. Images must conform to the
definitions for Open Color, Monochrome, or Special Subject categories.

Special Subject:

The image must conform to the judging criteria for the specified category in each
critique. The special subjects defined below apply only to images that are entered into
the Special Subject category. Images in the other categories above are not subject to
the special subject defined below.



2026 Special Subject Definitions for Digital Critiques

January - Pets:

Eligible subjects include household animals such as dogs, cat, fish, and birds kept as
pets. They may include other animals such as reptiles found in pet stores.

March - Environmental Portrait

Environmental portrait photography tells a person’s story via their connection to a
certain place, and often conveys the photographers point of view of their subject, or a
particular message the photographer wants the viewer to perceive. Environmental
portrait photos can be obtained by doing either a candid or a staged photoshoot.
Portraits of this type often generate an emotion in the viewer, give insight into who these
people are, what they do, and illuminate the subject’s character and their personality

May - Blue

The color blue is often associated with tranquillity, peace, and serenity. In photography,
blue tones can be used to create a sense of calm and relaxation, making it perfect for
seascapes, vast skies or any scene that conveys a tranquil ambiance. Blue does not
need to be the dominant color of the image, but must impact the finished photograph,
either aesthetically or symbolically, or both.

July - Architecture

Architectural photography is the art and practice of capturing buildings and structures,
focusing on their design, form and function using specialized techniques like
perspective control to present them accurately or artistically, balancing precise
documentation with the aesthetic appeal for purposes ranging from marketing to fine art.
It involves capturing exteriors, interiors, and structures, using natural and artificial light,
and mastering composition to convey the essence of the built environment.



September - Night Photography

Night photography in all its varieties: landscape, astrophotography, urban, dioramas and

light painting

photography.

outdoors will be accepted as long as they maintain the essence of night
Star trails may be submitted (image stacking).

Year-End Competition:

Submission:

4.

Each entrant may submit up to two (2) images per category up to ten (10)
total.

All images must have been previously submitted to one of the five (5)
scored and unscored critiques held in 2026.

All images must be submitted in the same category in which they were
originally submitted.

Images may be altered from their original version or submitted as is.

File naming conventions are the same with one exception. For the
Special Subject submissions please add <space><-><space><special
category for which it was originally entered> following the title.

Extra Images.- If you participated in three (3) or more of the five (5)
critiques you may submit two (2) additional images. These images do not
have to have been entered in one of the five (5) critiques. You can only
add one (1) per category of the two categories you select.

In the submission email, you must indicate in which critique the images
where previously entered or “New” if per item 6 (six) above.

A three-judge panel will review and score the images.

Scoring will follow the same 6-9 point system, in 1/2 point increments (6,
6.5,7,7.5,8,8.5,9).

Final scores for each image will be the total of the three scores from the
judges.

1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th place awards will be given out in each category.



5. Ties will be allowed.

6. Each judge will bestow a “Judge’s Award” to a single image, for a total of
three such awards.
7. The three judges will confer to bestow a “Best of Show” award to a single

image from the competition.

For submissions use mailbox critique-entries @cameraclublwv.org
For suggestions, questions, etc, use critiques @cameraclublwv.org

Examples of some of the techniques for creating AR images

1. ICM (Intentional Camera Movement): In-camera manipulations including
pan, zoom, and twists.

2 Multiple Exposures: In-camera manipulations resulting in two or more
exposures on a single image “frame”.

3. Time Lapse Multiple Exposures on a Single Frame: Similar to Multiple
Exposure, this technique requires a tripod mounted camera and a flash to
capture a series of images on one “frame” over a period of time to
demonstrate motion.

4. Abstract Subject Matter: Subject matter that is captured in such a way
that it does not immediately have an association with the “real” world,
created by the entrant in camera.

5. Filters or Objects That Refract (Bend) Light: Prisms, fractal filters, and
some camera lens filters can produce kaleidoscopic or other effects and
produce fascinating AR images. Filters that apply a painterly other effect
to an image with one click, by itself, might not result in images that would
fit the AR category requirements. Filters that apply more reality-changing
techniques to the whole image, or portions of the image, could result in an
image appropriate for the AR category.

6. Textures: Textures can aid in producing an AR image. Entrants can build
their own textures by photographing interesting designs, patterns, etc.


mailto:critique-entries@cameraclublwv.org

The image must be made using textures created by the entrant, not made
by any third-party source.

7. Composite Images: A composite image made by combining elements
from two or more images to make a new image is acceptable as long as
the resulting image does not appear realistic and all elements within the
image come from sources created by the entrant. The resulting image
must obviously display a change in natural color, form, shape, or any
combination of these three.Altered Reality images should appear other-
worldly.

8. Light Painting: Typical light painting of a scene would not qualify for
altered reality. Creative light painting (such as a moving strobe light or a
combination of different color light, etc.) or other unique techniques that
result in an image that “obviously displays a change in natural color, form,
shape, or any combination of these three” might produce images that
qualify for AR.

Examples of techniques not qualified as AR:

Note: Unless explicitly stated, all of the General Rules for Image Content
still apply

Focus Stacking unless combined with other elements to create an AR
image.

Star Trails images alone would not qualify, but could qualify subject to the
definition of the composites, etc., above.

Monochromatic InfraRed images alone would not qualify, but could
qualify if combined with other elements in such a way as to produce an
altered reality image.

HDR images are not altered reality unless some element is not included
that makes them untrue or unrealistic views of the scene.

Panoramic images are not altered reality unless they includes some
element that makes them untrue or unrealistic views of the scene.





