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8.5

Beautiful capture, great exposure and the fast 

shutter speed sharply captured the water 

droplets around the bill. Good color processing 

really shows the subtle color values of the 

feathers.





9

Composition is good, exposure and details 

perfect, color balance well processed. The 

shallow depth of field works well with this image 

making the sharp focus on the bears. The tree on 

the left border could be darkened just a bit. If 

your retouching skills are good enough, try 

taking out the branch just behind the cub 

climbing the tree.





9

Good composition, really like the use of the 

panoramic crop here. It fits the image perfectly. 

Great detail in the dragonfly and good 

processing. The sharpening of the image might 

be a bit over-done. Also, a little more noise 

reduction would improve the image. Small 

improvements to an otherwise excellent image.





7

This is a beautiful moment, the couple on the 

beach and the light in the sky. However, the 

horizon tilts down-hill to the left. With the bird 

going out of the frame and being positioned 

outside of the area of interest, maybe removing 

the bird would put more attention on the couple 

and the lighting. 





8

I like the tight crop on the tortoise head which 

draws the viewer into the eye. There are areas 

that are a little too bright, which takes the viewer 

out of the area of interest. Darken the right-

middle area on the edge of the frame and the 

upper area of the head to improve this image. 





8

Beautiful colors and composition. The brightest 

areas in the lower-right side and the triangle 

bright space between the flower and the green 

leaf are drawing the attention away from your 

strongest area of the image, the flower and the 

bubble. Darken those areas to improve this 

image.





7.5

Well composed street scene. The use of the near-

far along with the long curve in the road works in 

the composition. It takes a minute to see the 

man with the iPad on the left side taking a photo. 

Probably not in your control, but if he wasn't 

merging with the tree and instead had the stone 

wall behind him, he would be a more interesting 

part of the image.





8

Good capture of the bird and good placement of 

the bird makes for a good composition. Good 

exposure and processing retains details in the 

bright feathers and darkest shadows. The leg and 

missing foot that falls out of the bottom of the 

frame is a bit disappointing. Also, the little bit of 

the out-of-focus gray rock in the lower-right 

should be retouched out. Sounds a little picky on 

my part, but sometimes it is the smallest details 

that make a better photo and a better score.





8.5

The tight crop and beautiful soft light really 

makes this image visually appealing. There is 

enough information to know the story about her 

carrying a surfboard. The face flesh tones are a 

bit on the red side. Maybe a little less saturation 

would help.





8

Beautiful colors and good shallow depth of field 

draw the attention to the blue flowers. I'm not 

sure about all of the greenery on the right side. 

Perhaps a little tighter crop would have improved 

this image.





9

Perfect timing on when to press the shutter. 

Perfect shutter speed to capture enough blur to 

show the speed. Perfect panning of the camera 

following the rider through the scene. Well done!





7.5

Beautiful scene, beautiful time of day and really 

good composition. However, the image appears 

to lack sharpness and resolution.





8

Good composition, proving that sometimes you 

can put something in the middle of the frame 

and make it work. This image may have been 

improved by darkening the image a bit more 

during processing, resulting in a little more color 

and much needed contrast. The addition of an 

edge darkening vignette would help to keep the 

viewer pulled into the center of the image.





9

Perfect timing on when to press the shutter, 

capturing the bird's feet just leaving the water. 

Perfect shutter speed providing good sharp 

details. Perfect positioning of the bird, creating a 

great composition. Well done!





9

Beautiful underwater photograph, (I assume). 

Beautiful colors and perfect use of shallow depth 

of field, showing enough background 

information, without it becoming distracting. 

Well done!





7

Assuming this was taken from an airplane, 

39,000 feet, which provides a unique vantage 

point to take a photograph of this amazing 

landscape. However, not sure if the banding 

issues in the very top area of the blue sky are 

from processing, but definitely does not help the 

image. The cloud highlights appear to be totally 

blown out, also taking away from the beauty of 

the image. 





9

The colors, processing, composition and soft 

background with contrasting color makes this a 

really well-done image.





7.5

I like the creative eye of the photographer to find this 

image. The one odd copper bucket provides the contrast 

and interest within this image. There appears to be a 

distortion of the buckets as the posts start out nice and 

verticle on the right side and slowly take a dramatic lean 

to the left. Correcting the distortion would improve the 

image. Retouching the specks and spots on the dark wall 

would also help to improve the image. A little crop on the 

left side to remove the little bright triangle where the wall 

meets the floor would help too.





7

Looks like an amazing sunset, but the sky feels a 

little over-processed, maybe too much Clarity in 

processing. The horizon tilts down to the left. 

The figure on the edge of the right side being cut 

in half is distracting, it should have been 

removed. The image also feels a little over-

sharpened.





8

This is a wonderful abstract image with lots of 

interesting details. I feel the image would have 

been much stronger had it been processed much 

darker. This would have brought out the details 

and shapes in the ice even better. The gold 

strands at the bottom edge, which appear to be 

kelp could have been excluded by cropping or 

retouching. Definately would love to see this 

reprocessed.





7.5

As evidenced by the title and processing, the 

story here is the umbrellas. The whole top of the 

image showing the water could be easily cropped 

in half. The interesting part of the image, the 

bottom third, feels like it is unnecessarily tight 

and lost as it disappears out of the bottom 

frame.





9

Beautiful capture and processing of the rabbit. 

The use of the heavy vignette works well here, 

creating a tight frame around the rabbit.





8.5

Good composition, good processing and great 

capture which provides a well framed story. Well 

Done!





7.5

Interesting line up of the ships. I like the ships 

with the "pagoda-type" tops. Made me smile. I 

know the day may have been very gray and the 

sky very bright, but I would like to have seen a 

little more interest and detail in the sky.





9

You have captured "Bettylou" in all of her surfer-

girl glory. Perfect shutter speed capturing the 

throw of water from her board turning in the 

wave. Great tight crop providing a good 

composition. Beautiful color and overall 

processing.





8.5

The high-key processing works well with this 

image. You have created a good composition of 

the purple flowers.





9

Beautiful moment captured here. Nice and sharp 

where it needs to be. Good shallow depth of field 

provides good separation from the background.





8.5

OK you made me smile with this one! Good job 

with the capture and processing.





8.5

Love the near-far in this image, especially 

because you have accomplished good focus 

throught the image. Not to go unnoticed is your 

careful camera placement which places the cross 

and belltower right between those two palm 

trees. Well Done with the processing too.





9

Great use of the extreme panoramic crop! Love 

the perfect line-up of the pelicans and the fact 

that none of the pelicans are cut off on either 

side. The one odd non-pelican bird in the middle 

is a bonus to this story. Well done.
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8

Another moment that made me smile. The use of the 

square crop works well with the circular composition. It 

feels like some attention to the noise in the area behind 

the frog would have helped, or perhaps making that area 

black would have also worked. Although there are areas 

of good sharpness around the frog’s eyes, it would have 

been good to get a little more depth of field to include 

better sharp focus of the mouth and nose of the frog.





7.5

The lights and reflections makes this image 

attractive. However, the image does tilt a little to 

the left side. The dark night sky suffers from a 

little banding/posterizing. Those tones in the sky 

should be smoother.





8.5

I really like the use of the mirror to tell this story. 

It makes for an interesting point of view using 

the view of the back and front side of the people. 

I feel the drawers in the lower right side of the 

frame a little distracting to the rest of the image. 

Perhaps making them really dark or cropping to 

the edge of the standing woman would help. 





9

Great capture, all the elements are perfectly 

sharp, and the composition could not be any 

better. The sharp diagonal of the planes works 

well in this composition. The smoke trails are 

perfect with lots of detail. Wonderful job!





9

Another image that provided a smiling moment. 

Love the use of black and white with this one. 

The high-key white background works perfectly. 

The sharp focus of the little elephant is spot on. 

My only thought is the little bit of twigs in the 

upper-right side of the big elephant might be 

better taken out...maybe? Great image!





8

Interesting position of the cat, cradled into that 

spot of the rock. The image feels a little soft and 

a bit flat. Also bringing in a little more light into 

the eyes would help.





8.5

I like the idea of grouping these three leaves 

together. The soft focus, shallow depth of field 

provides a good backdrop with no distractions 

for the leaves. The tones in the image work really 

well, making this a good black and white image. 

The image feels a little oversharpened. 

Retouching the left side upper and lower corners 

would help the composition. Beautiful black and 

white tones are what makes this a good image.





9

Playing off of Henri Cartier-Bresson's "Decisive 

Moment" philosophy is perfect for this image. 

Capturing and highlighting the crumbs ties 

everything together with the dog's eyes fixed on 

the falling treat. Beautiful black and white 

processing and good composition.





8

Good black and white processing and good composition. 

Perhaps there were other distractions which forced you to 

compose the image cropping out the back end of the car. 

I would have loved to see the entire car instead of 

cropping off the back end. I know that somethings are 

out of our control when doing this type of "street 

photography". The placement of the bush that obscures 

the beautiful car also takes away from the success of this 

composition.





9

Beautiful image and also a little haunting with 

the figure coming out of the water. This would 

have been just another beautiful black and white 

landscape photo, but I feel the person walking 

out of the water and towards the shore makes 

the image so much more. Hauntingly beautiful!





9

These Agave plants make such beautiful black 

and white photographs. The trick to making a 

good photograph of these plants is to find the 

composition and the best light, and this 

photographer has done exactly that. Simply 

beautiful!





8

This is a good composition and well processed black and 

white image. One consideration might have been to 

retouch the background to remove the soft-focus palm 

branches. I'm not totally sure, but it might have helped to 

isolate the plant shape better by making the background 

black. It looks like a mask was made to make an 

adjustment to the background. In some areas the mask 

could be improved to make it less noticeable.





8.5

Beautiful composition and isolation of the piano 

shapes. It appears that this may have been an 

exhibition of the piano parts because of the 

visible hanging wires. If your retouching skills 

are up to it, try removing the hanging wires and 

see if that improves the feel of the image.





9

Lots of fine details, beautiful black and white 

tones and the low camera angle creates a very 

successful image here. My only suggestion would 

be to darken down the bright tones in the front 

end of the truck and the foreground area. 
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8.5

Well composed and processed. The image 

subject fits the Reflections topic perfectly. Well 

done.





8

Love the story in this image. Good attention to 

the Reflections topic. A few suggestions, 

cropping the left side of the frame to the back of 

the boy's head would hold the viewer into the 

face area. Also cropping or retouching the thing 

in the lower right corner would improve this 

composition.





9

Great capture of the bird as it plunges its bill into 

the water. The reflection is an important part of 

this image, so really appropriate for the 

Reflections theme. The cropped proportions 

really work well with this image. Good job 

holding the beautiful highlight details in the 

feathers.





9

Super details in the bird, the reflection and water 

ripples. Love the colors in this image.





9

This is a "wish I was there" moment, beautifully 

photographed. Only suggestion would be to have 

retouched out the encroaching shore details in 

the lower right corner. Really well done!





8.5

Interesting and successful treatment of the 

inverted reflection. I found the crosshatching 

pattern in the top portion of the image a little 

distracting. Not sure what it is, but probably not 

in your control and also not a good reason to 

have not taken the photograph. I'm glad you did. 

Sometimes there are things that are just out of 

our control, and we have to live with them in the 

image.





8

Great colors and interesting reflection. Darkening 

the top edge and reducing the noise in the image 

would greatly improve this one. I also find the 

highlight on the red ball and its reflection 

distracting, could be retouched.





8.5

Beautiful photograph and attention to details. 

The image appears to be a little too dark and 

retouching the bright spot in the water above the 

bird in the upper right and the lower left corner 

would help with those two distractions.





9

Very creative photograph. I can't tell if the image 

was photographed as we see it, or if it was 

composited from two images to create the final 

image. Either way, all signs of great technique. 

Really well done!





8.5

I like the title of this, Reflecting Chaos, because it 

points out the idea of all those lines of chaos. 

However, I feel the photographer did a great job 

of organizing the chaos in this composition. The 

grid in the windows and the way it is cropped 

and composed really helps to organize the 

chaos.





8

This is a great idea, but not executed as well as it 

could have been. If the bubble and its reflection 

were really sharp this image would have easily 

been a 9. The colors, the lighting and 

composition are all excellent, just needed the 

sharpness in the bubble.





8.5

Beautiful colors and nice reflection. 





8

I love this abstract reflection. It may have been 

improved by cropping out or retouching the lines 

on the left side of the image and the bottom, 

giving more attention to the abstract ripples and 

reflections. 





9

Brilliant colors, creative use of the above and 

below composition and the near-far reflections 

makes this a very successful image for the 

Reflections topic.





8.5

Great idea for the reflection theme. Ultimately a 

little better focus on the bubble details would 

have made this more successful. Retouching the 

bright, half-circle spot on the left side edge 

would also improve the image.





8

Nothing inherently wrong with this image, the 

reflections are OK, composition is good, but I 

don't get much more than a "good travel image" 

from this photograph. The reflection is not really 

a strong point of attention in the image, so I 

don't feel that this is a strong example for the 

Reflection Special Subject.





7.5

Beautiful time and place to take a photograph, 

however the image feels like one from a lower 

resolution camera. There is a strange pattern in 

the sky perhaps due to the low resolution. 

Because of the technical problems with 

sharpness and resolution, maybe this image 

would be a good candidate for making it look 

more painterly.
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7.5

For me, this image is more confusing than it is 

interesting. The dried flower has the most 

interesting detail and maybe it should have been 

much closer and filled the image area. The flower 

and reflection would maybe feel more connected 

had they been placed closer together.





8.5

Good use of the overlay texture and applying it 

selectively to the image works really well. Very 

artsy!





8.5

I feel like this is a good idea for a still life photo, but it 

falls a little short of being completely successful. The 

background might have benefitted by being much darker 

in value. A darker background might have played off of

the thin vines and the light green colors. I'm not sure 

how the droplets were made, but they are beautiful. 

However, they have a feeling of being too intentially

placed within the image. Maybe less of them or placing 

some of them closer together in a few places. 





8.5

I love the idea of the dark moody sky and the 

moon. The light falling on the upper homes 

works very well with the mood of the black and 

white image. I feel like the upper third of the 

image would have been enough to make this a 

very successful photograph. Imagine if the image 

was cropped off halfway up from the bottom and 

the hillside faded to black to the bottom of a 

more panoramic frame.





9

Great movement and colorful image. Nearly 

abstract, but just enough detail to know the 

story.





9

You have provided a very interesting point of 

view of the child brushing the horse. Placing the 

child into the open space between the horse's 

head and body really works. The sharp focus of 

the child, the hand and brush draws us into the 

image and reveals the story. Beautiful processing 

finishes off this image, making it very pleasing to 

look at.





9

Very artistic interpretation of a flower! It appears 

to be photographed using ultraviolet lighting, 

which gives the flower an otherworldly presence. 

Beautifully eerie.





9

Very artsy presentation of a bicycle race. In this case, 

what has been photographed is less important to me. The 

blurring and blending of colors along with the painterly 

technique provides the interest. Everything fits well into 

this wide panoramic crop. Only one point of observation, 

for me, is the bright white value in the upper right corner 

of the image. Perhaps making that area a different color, 

like the blue you have in the middle left side would help. 

Still a very good and beautiful interpretation. 


